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work in the University Chureh, Austin, 
Texas (lower left), then with the Assembly's 
religious education staff, and now is a pro- 
fessor at Austin Seminary where he served 
C. ELLIS NELSON earlier. The new seminary library is shown 


Sermon on page five below. 














Letters to the Editors 





Default Gives Ministers All Authority 





Tragedy Not to Use Elders 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. OUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in 
theory is governed by elders, ruling and 
teaching, as a real democracy. Our minis- 
ters differ from the laymen, in duties, not 
in authority. In actual practice, however, 
we are Episcopalian in our church govern- 
ment with our ministers doing all of the 
governing. 

This is not done because the ministers 
have usurped authority—they govern by 
default because the laymen do not take the 
necessary amount of interest in church 
government. This is particularly unfortu- 
nate now, because there are so many able 
laymen interested in our church who could 
supply the know-how and drive to move 
our church forward. 

Now, the church that makes the best 
use of the talents and abilities of its lay- 
men is going to accomplish the most, Of 
all the systems of church government our 
Presbyterian form should be the most re- 
sponsive to the influence of lay leadership 
but we have that Presbyterian system 
beautifully embalmed in our Book of 


The Presbyterian Hour 


January, February, March 


“THE CALL OF CHRIST AND HIS 
OHUROH” 





Sunday 
February 11 
Topte: 
“The Demands 
of an 


Infinite Love” 





DR. W. T. THOMPSON 
Speaker During February 
Consult Station for Exact Time 
Write for Copies of Messages 








Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing 
mate; modern buildings; 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 
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Church Order. 
different. 


What we practice is far 


THE FUNDAMENTAL REASON for our 
failure is obvious at any meeting of any 
synod and at most meetings of presbytery 
where laymen actually attend. Each 
minister walks into the place of meeting 
like a man coming to a class reunion. He 
looks for old friends and schoolmates and 
knows practically every other minister 
present. Walking beside him is an un- 
comfortable, out-of-place looking individ- 
ual who is fortunate if he knows three 
men present. He is either a retired oldster 
with nothing else to do or a bright eyed 
youngster sent to “learn about how the 
church courts work.” In either case he 
is not going to do any “governing” or any 
other effective work. Elders with ability 
or judgment enough to do effective work 
size up the situation on their first trip to 
the court and, realizing the futility of 
their presence, make it a point to be too 
busy ever to go back again. 

The situation is comparable to govern- 
ing our nation with senators holding office 
for life and representatives who serve 
two-week terms and are not eligible for 
re-election. No matter how considerate 
the senators were or how well trained the 
representatives were, the government 
would obviously be entirely in the hands 
of the senators. So it is with our church. 


THE SOLUTION to the problem lies in 
having elders in attendance who know 
each other, who are experienced in pro- 
cedure, who are familiar with the prob- 
lems involved, and who are men of ability. 
That they should be vitally interested in 
the welfare of their church goes without 
saying. 

Obviously then, the elder must be elected 
to represent his church at every court for 
a period of years, and his successor should 
be carefully trained and oriented. It goes 
without saying that care must be taken 
to keep an elder from serving too long. 


Every synod and most presbytery meet- 
ings should include on their program, 
meetings for laymen only, preferably at 
a meal, designed to get elders together at 
the beginning of the court. At such meet- 
ings questions that are before the court 
or that should be brought up should be 
discussed from the layman’s point of view 
by competent laymen. Name badges and 
other devices and methods should be used 
to promote fellowship and help the elders 
work together. 


A GREAT MANY of our pressing church 
problems could be solved if we could use 
the ability laymen are today more than 
willing to give to the church. Our system 


of church government, more than any 
other, is designed to make effective use of 
the combined talents of laymen and minis- 
ters. It is tragic that we do not useit... 
W. G. DUNCAN, III. 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—tThis is such an im- 
portant matter which Mr. Duncan dis- 
cusses that OUTLOOK readers will doubt- 
less wish to contribute their ideas on the 
subject. They are cordially urged to do 
so, remembering to keep letters under 300 
words. 


Those ‘‘Scriptural’’ Days 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Re: Dr. Crowe’s article and editorial in 
Dec. 25 issue: A vote from Korea for his 
viewpoint! Moves me to offer a sugges- 
tion to our Board of Education regarding 
the “Daily Suggester” which they send to 
our ministers each year. Recently some- 
one asked, “What is the date of Easter 
this year?” I turned confidently to my 
“Suggester’—and was I chagrined! Under 
the heading “1951 Church Calendar” I 
found just what Dr. Crowe was rightly be- 
moaning—rather, I failed to find a lsting 
of those great and Scriptural seasons of 
historic Christendom. Fortunately, my 
Roman Catholic colleague came to the 
rescue. . 

DUNCAN N. NAYLOR, 
Chaplain, USA. 
APO, San Francisco. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Dr. Crowe hit the nail on the head that 
time. More power to him! It is a spirit- 
ual disgrace that our official days are so 
exclusively written with a dollar sign be- 
tween the lines. 

J. ALLEN ANDERSON. 

Mangum, Okla. 


March 11—April 1 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

There is more heart-hunger today, a 
seeking for something satisfying to the 
deeper needs of life, than our country has 
ever known. What a day for sharing the 
good news of the gospel! That our church 
might engage in a great united effort to 
win the unreached for Christ and his 
church, the General Assembly designated 
March 11-April 1 as a period of Special 
Evangelistic Emphasis. “Every church 
participating, every Christian witnessing” 
is a challenge that we must not disregard. 

HOWARD H. THOMPSON. 
Department of Evangelism, Atlanta, Ga. 





women. 


tion. 
ceived for the 1951-52 term. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


A four-year liberal arts college for 
B. A. and B. S. degrees are 
offered with many fields of concentra- 
Registrations are now being re- 














ment, beautiful campus. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
Glee Club, Sports. 
tions for 1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 
Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
All courses accredited. Applica- 
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The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19. Virgin. 








INFORMAL A. R. P. VOTE 
FAVORS PRESBYTERIAN 
UNION 








A group of Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterians in the Charlotte, N. C., area 
recently listened to a debate on the pro- 
posed union of their church with other 
Presbyterian groups and then voted 
their own convictions. Results showed: 
111 in favor of uniting; six opposed. Of 
the 111, 63 favored union with the 
Southern Presbyterian church, while 42 
favored union with the United Presby- 
terian Church. 

The forum was sponsored by the 
young adult club of the First ARP 
church of Charlotte. T. H. McDill, Jr., 
Atlanta pastor, and J. D. Gault, deacon 
in the Charlotte church and principal 
of Piedmont junior high school, spoke 
in favor of the union with United Pres- 
byterians. Harvey S. White, a layman 
also in the Charlotte church, and W. M. 
Boyce, pastor of the nearby Sardis 
church, spoke for union with Southern 
Presbyterians. 


Kerr Taylor Declines 
Christian Relations Post 

H. Kerr Taylor, who was elected 
secretary of Christian Relations under 
the Assembly’s Board of Church Exten- 
sion (OUTLOOK, Nov. 20), has declined 
to accept the position. 

Dr. Taylor, longtime educational 
secretary on the foreign missions staff 
in Nashville, is now pastor in Milledge- 
ville, Ga. 


China Missionaries Now 
Seeking to Come Home 

All China missionaries have now ap- 
plied for exit visas, according to infor- 
mation received by the Board of World 
Missions in Nashville. 

Dr. Henry Nelson, flying from Hong 
Kong Jan. 31, arrived in San Francisco 
Feb. 2. His family is at Mission Court 
in Richmond, Va. Dr. and Mrs. R. P. 
Richardson and Mrs. O. V. Armstrong 
were expected to sail from Hong Kong 
Feb. 5, arriving in San Francisco Feb. 
23. Ruth Farrior was expected to leave 
Hong Kong Feb. 1. 


Dr. Diffendorfer Dies 

New York (RNS)—Ralph E. Diffen- 
dorfer, 71, until recently executive vice- 
president of the Japan International 
Christian University Foundation, died 
here Feb. 1. He suffered a heart attack 
in an elevator of the building where the 
headquarters officers are located. Dr. 
Diffendorfer was for many years execu- 
tive secretary of foreign missions for 
the Methodist Church. 


Trustees File First Report 


Disposition of Richardson Funds Shown for Five-Year Period 


The first report of the trustees of the 
Greensboro, N. C., First church regard- 
ing the widely-discussed Richardson 
funds has been filed in the Superior 
Court, Greensboro Division, Guilford 
County, N. C. 

Though the fund has been active since 
1944, no explanation is offered by the 
trustees as to why annual reports have 
not been made. 

Receipts through December 31, 1949 
are shown, including $1,025,296 under 
the decree of the U. S. District Court 
and $674,520 from other sources, mostly 
from the sale of or interest on U. S. Gov- 
ernment Bonds in which the entire trust 
is invested. 


Fees Are Listed 


Lawyers’ fees and court costs, paid 
by order of the court, as a result of the 
years of litigation, amounted to $106,- 
028. Lawyers’ fees show the following 
payments: W.N. Everett, $2,500; Chas. 
G. Rose, $20,000; R. R. King, $15,000; 
and Brooks, McLendon, Brim & Holder- 
ness, $65,000. 

Beneficiaries—church agencies—are 
shown to have received $186,000 
through Dec. 31, 1949. Disbursements 


to these agencies do not appear to fol- 
low a set pattern, though they usually 
accord with the percentage scale of the 
Assembly and the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, though one year (1946) presby- 
tery’s benevolent causes received $4,- 
600. In 1947 the payments went solely 
to five institutions of the Synod of North 
Carolina: $5,000 each to Davidson Col- 
lege and the Presbyterian Home for the 
Aged, and $3,500 each to Flora Mac- 
donald, Grade Valley High School, and 
Queens College. 


Five-Year Record 


In the five-year period accounted for, 
Assembly agencies have received the fol- 
lowing sums: Foreign Missions, $30,- 
695; Home Missions, $15,933; Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, $8,- 
024; Religious Education and Publica- 
tion, $6,843; Assembly’s Training 
School, $6,393. Other agencies with 
small percentages have received small 
amounts, as the American Bible Society, 
$624. 

Synod’s home missions agency has re- 
ceived $40,500; Davidson College has 
been given $22,500; and $6,500 has gone 
to Union Seminary. 





What a motley crowd of men! 
of their Master’s need. 


they could become. 
would turn the world upside down. 


Jesus. 
who shoulder responsibility. 


world. 
thine agony, but sharing it. 


Lord. Amen. 


tional Council of Churches. 





The Fellowship of Prayer, Lenten Season, 1951 


To Be With Him 


And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might 
send them forth to preach.—Mark 3:14 (K. J. V.). 


They quarreled, were jealous of each 
other, wanted the chief seats, were afraid, and ran away at the crucial hour 


But he loved them. He chose them not for what they were, but for what 
They had spiritual capacity, and if once released they 
They had open hearts and minds, into 
which he could plant a truth. They were learners, and they would never turn 
their backs upon what they had learned. 

The church needs that kind of men. 
fect men, but men who are teachable, who are eager to learn the values of 
Men who stand by when the going gets hard for the preacher. 
Men who measure the success of the church, 
not only by the number of members it receives, or the amount of money it 
raises, but by the manner in which it projects its life into the total life of the 


Let Us Pray: We would stand by, O Lord, not merely watching thee in 


Teach us to become thy ministering servants to 
a world that desperately needs thy forgiveness. 


From The Fellowship of Prayer, prepared by Frederick K. Stamm for the Na- 
Copyright 1951. 
4c each in any quantity, Dept. of Evangelism, 297 4th Ave., New York 10.) 


Read Matthew 4:18-25. 


The preacher needs them. Not per- 


Men 


Through Jesus Christ our 


(A daily Lenten devotional guide, 














A Proposed Hymnal for American Presbyterians 


HE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
US, needs a new hymanal. In 
June, 1950, the General Assem- 
bly, recognizing this need, gave instruc- 
tions that a new hymnal should be pro- 


vided; and, if possible, it should be 
edited and issued cooperatively with 
other Presbyterian and Reformed 


branches in the United States. The 
General Assembly through its Modera- 
tor established a Committee on a Co- 
operative Hymnal which has met and 
discussed at length the various implica- 
tions and possibilities of such a hymnal. 
Communications have been sent to of- 
ficials of these various denominations 
requesting these branches to enter into 
preliminary discussions which might 
lead to a great American Presbyterian 
hymnal. 

It is probable that some readers may 
ask why our church should attempt to 
issue a hymnal in cooperation with sis- 
ter branches of Presbyterianism. In 
the past we have edited our own books 
of praise. Can we not issue an ade- 
quate hymnal by ourselves. It should 
be stated at the outset that the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, could issue an 
acceptable hymnal, but it is the judg- 
ment of the General Assembly and its 
special Committee on a Cooperative 
Hymnal that a much more _ excellent 
book of praise could be issued coopera- 
tively. 

Reasons for a cooperative hymnal: 

I. The Presbyterian and Reformed 
branches in America have a common 
heritage and practice of worship and 
one superior hymnal could meet these 
needs. Our Presbyterian praise stems 
specifically from the custom of psalm- 
singing established for the Genevan con- 
gregation by John Calvin. Through the 
intervening four centuries 
the branches of 


many of 
Presbyterianism have 
broadened the base of their system of 
praise to include the finest ‘hymns of 
human composure,” although a few 
communions still hold strictly to Cal- 
vin’s requirement of the use of the 
Psalms of David alone. 





*Dr. Sydnor, professor of sacred 
music at the Assembly’s Training 
School, is a member of the Committee 
on a Cooperative Hymnal. Others are: 
Albert \\issling, chairman; S. R. Og- 
lesby, H. B. Ramsey, R. A. Lapsley, Jr., 
W. H. Foster. Jr., and Austin Lovelace. 





Ameucan folding Chaves 


NEW IMPROVED DESIGN 









DURABLE—strong steel frame 
SAFE—can’t tip, pinch, snag 
COMFORTABLE— extra-wide 
and extra-deep seats, backs 
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly 
THREE SEAT STYLES—formed 
steel ; formed plywood ; 
imitation-leather upholstered 
Write Dept. 143 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 





By JAMES R. SYDNOR* 
co 


Furthermore, the patterns and cus- 
toms of worship currently followed by 
these Presbyterian and Reformed 
branches are similar in many basic re- 
spects, and their needs could be met 
quite readily by a common book of 
praise. It is true that even within a 
single denomination there may be ex- 
tremes in worship custom ranging from 
austere simplicity to rather elaborate 
form. Also it might be possible to de- 
lineate certain trends or emphases in 
worship of these several branches of 
Presbyterianism, but basically they all 
belong to the so-called non-liturgical 
denominations and the worship patterns 
of each contain the basic elements of 
Christian worship. 

2. Joint editorial resources would be 
available for a cooperative hymnal 
which no single denomination would 
provide. Each denomination has within 
its membership individual authorities 
on worship, hymnology, and music, 
whom are nationally known. 
However, a general editorial committee 
composed of leading representatives 
from each branch would undoubtedly 
constitute one of the finest hymnal edi- 
torial boards ever assembled on this 
continent. Many of these committee- 
men probably would already have had 
experience in editing hymnals for their 
own denomination and would bring val- 
uable experience and insight to the 
common Copyrights of certain 
needed hymns owned by individual de- 
nominations probably could be made 
available for this joint hymnal. 


some of 


task. 


Examples of cooperative hymnals: 


There are many instances where sis- 
ter denominations have joined very suc- 
cessfully in issuing cooperative hym- 
In 1941 the publishing houses of 
the Northern Baptist Convention and the 
Disciples of Christ issued an excellent 
hymnal called Christian Worship. In 
1935 the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
the Methodist Protestant Church issued 
jointly The Methodist Hymnal, which 


nals. 


has few peers as a source book of praise. 

But the most significant example of 
cooperative hymnal editorship from the 
standpoint of this article is The Church 
Hymnary. This is the authorized hym- 
nal of eight independent branches of 
Presbyterianism in the British Com- 
monwealth; namely, the Church of 
Scotland, the United Free Church of 
Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of 
Ireland, the Presbyterian Church of 
England, the Presbyterian Church of 
Wales, the Presbyterian Church of Aus- 
tralia, the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand, the Presbyterian Church of 
South Africa. 

Back in 1898 the General Assemblies 
of three Presbyterian bodies on the 
British Isles united in the first issuance 
of The Church Hymanary, the other five 
joining as later revisions were edited. 
The detailed story of how these eight 
independent churches joined in mag- 
nificient, patient cooperation is re- 
counted in the preface of the Handbook 
to the Church Hymnary, Revised Edi- 
tion, edited by James Moffatt and 
Millar Patrick. It-is evident from this 
narrative that enormous labor, wisdom, 
and skill were required to finish the 
task but it resulted in a monumental 
book serving millions of Presbyterians 
around the world. The editors of the 
Handbook concludes their account of 
the editorial work with this paragraph: 


“The work had brought home to 
them (the members of the hymnary 
committee) in a very practical way 
the essential unity in faith and order 
of the churches represented, and they 
parted with good assurance that the 
book they had prepared would in the 
future stand as a symbol of that unity, 
and exercise a powerful influence in 
bringing together in closer fellowship 
and cooperation the churches in 
which it will be used in private and 
public worship throughout the United 
Kingdom and the Britains beyond the 
seas.”’ 


It may be in the providence of God 
that Presbyterians of the western world 
may be led to cooperate in forming an 
American Presbyterian Hymnary for the 
glory of God and the edification of their 
people. 


Young People Help Their Churches 


One rural pastor out of seven has 
young people come in regularly to help 
with office work. In 48 churches there 
were 122 young people who voluntarily 
gave their services to do regular typing 
for their pastor. 


Large city churches employ a secre- 
tary. Rural churches are increasingly 
using volunteer help for this office work. 


Even the smallest rural churches now 
mimeograph a weekly church bulletin. 
A copy of the monthly parish paper is 
sent to every family in the constituency. 
Quarterly financial reports are mimeo- 


graphed. Special church events are an- 
nounced through the mails. 

The young high school volunteers 
thus contribute labor gifts in typing 
valued at $42.57 per church, $43.19 for 
mimeographing, and $21.77 for address- 
ing envelopes. Thus these young people 
contribute in labor over half as much 
per capita as the total cash gifts of the 
average Protestant in America. 

One pastor in commenting on the 
work of these young people said, “They 
have a real sense of belonging to the 
church because tney have this oppor- 
tunity.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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What Christians Owe to the World 


Matt. 5:13-16 


N ATTITUDE is often defined as a 
A tendency to act. 

Thus, if our attitude toward 
others is one of mercy and compassion, 
we will tend to act with those qualities 
when we find someone in need. 

Once when our Lord’s disciples were 
involved in a personal dispute as to 
which would be greatest in the King- 
dom, Jesus answered them by placing a 
child in the group and saying, ‘‘Except 
ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
Kingdom of heaven’’ (Matt. 18:3). Our 
Lord made it imperative that his dis- 
ciples have the proper approach to life 
before they could enter the Kingdom. 
It was not a matter of position but a 
matter of attitude. 

Life was a matter of spirit and Chris- 
tian conduct was a result of the right 
attitudes. So our Lord identified the 
attitudes of a Christian in his introduc- 
tion to the Sermon on the Mount. The 
Christian is one who has a detached, 
non-acquisitive attitude toward money, 
who recognizes the imperfections and 
sinfulness of human life, who has an 
air of humility toward himself and who 
yearns to be righteous in all of his 
relationships. In like manner the true 
Christian has an attitude of forgiveness 
and mercy toward people. He seeks 
God in simplicity of faith. In conflict 
situations he strives for reconciliation 
and he is willing to be abused personally 
for the name of Christ and the interests 
of Christ’s Kingdom. Here, then are 
the blessed attitudes that distinguish 
the person who has accepted Christ as 
his Savior from others who do not per- 
sonally recognize his Messiahship. 

The Christian faith is not a senti- 
mental one based on selfish enjoyment 
of religion. Someone has said that sen- 
timentalism is enjoyment without obli- 
gation. We see people who enjoy the 
fellowship of the church, who enjoy the 
sermon, and who are pleased with the 
fine choral music, yet often these people 
do not want obligations to witness for 
Christ, to teach in the Sunday school, 
or to give to the necessities of needy 
persons and institutions. But our Savior 
followed his description of the attitudes 
of a Christian with the responsibilities 
involved, for Christians owe the world a 
spiritual interpretation of life. 


Saving Influence 


“Ye are the salt of the earth.” Salt 
is universally used to preserve—to save. 
We, of course, cannot save people. Only 
God can save as the Holy Spirit enters 
the heart of a person and leads that 
person into a vital experience with Jesus 
Christ. But God uses men to spread the 
gospel and God depends on men to make 
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By C. ELLIS NELSON 
s 


his word known. Thus in our day we 
need to sense as our first responsibility 
the task of bringing people to Christ 
so they may know him as their personal 
Savior. If we ever lose sight of this 
as our primary goal, we betray our Lord 
anew. As there is no substitute for salt 
in human life, so there is no substitute 
for Christ. 

The context in which this verse is 
found suggests another sense in which 
the Christian is a saving influence. The 
Christian is responsible for a saving in- 
fluence in the community. 

We have often seen in history how 
the Christian in times of uncertainty 
stood fast to his convictions, discharg- 
ing his responsibilities faithfully. In 
those circumstances he was the salt of 
the earth. 

In the middle of the fifth century the 
Goths and Vandals came sweeping down 
from the north of Europe, overrunning 
most of the civilized world. Every- 
where there was confusion, doubt, de- 
spair. In 455 when Genseric, King of 
the Vandals, marched through Italy he 
found that commercial interests and 
leaders had fled and that the Roman 
Emperor was in hiding. But he found 
Bishop Leo [| fearless in his work, re- 
fusing to leave Rome as long as his 
band of Christians was in danger. His 
courage under fire, his concern for his 
work, and his energetic administration 
of relief and comfort so impressed the 
barbarians that he was not only un- 
molested but he and his Christian group 
were given special privileges. 

Norway in 1942 was an occupied land 
and the citizens were bitter, disillu- 
sioned, and confused as to the proper 


course of action. Then on Easter morn- 
ing 97% of the clergy read from their 
pulpits a message of defiance, stating 
that their hope was in God and not in 
the Third Reich. All of these minis- 
ters lost their jobs and many were im- 
prisoned; but they were a saving in- 
fluence for the great virtues that flow 
from our Christian faith: personal 
freedom, political democracy, human 
dignity, and justice under law. 

From China we have learned of Chris- 
tian missionaries and native leaders 
who, staying by their posts dur- 
ing danger, established Christianity 
more securely in that vast territory. 
From Mexico we learn that native Chris- 
tian leaders have been killed and some 
of our own Presbyterian Church prop- 
erty damaged by fanatical Catholic 
mobs. But the courageous stand of the 
Christian, a quiet strength in Christ, 
and in the end his Word is more firmly 
established. 


Future Not Guaranteed 

Jesus was a realist. He knew that 
the church would often forget him and 
would tend to place its faith in organ- 
izational efficiency or in a favorable re- 
lation to the state or in the glory of 
past accomplishments. So he warned 
that, if the uniqueness of the Christian 
faith were neutralized, the whole enter- 
prise would crumble. “If the salt have 
lost his savor, -it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and 
to be trodden under foot of men.” 

Unfortunately this too has been true. 
We should be able to look to the whole 
of North Africa today as one of the 
great Christian lands. After all, one of 
the first converts to Christianity was 
an Ethiopian eunuch. Moreover, the 
first theological seminary was founded 


. 





Christian Education. 


Council (1938). 


Southern Presbyterian Church for his work for and with young people. 

He was born in Galveston, Texas, educated in the Beaumont, Texas, public 
schools, studied mechanical engineering at Lamar Junior College and Texas 
A & M before deciding to enter the ministry. 
lege, Austin Seminary and a master of arts from the University of Texas. He 
was the first professional director of student work in the University church in 
Austin, 1941-43, before joining the faculty of Austin Seminary as professor of 
From 1945 to 1948 he was director of youth work for 
the Assembly’s executive committee in Richmond, during which time he re- 
organized the youth program and revised the curriculum materials. 
he returned to his former post at Austin Seminary where he now serves. Mr. 
Nelson is a product of the church’s youth program. 
Presbyterian young people of Texas and then of the General Assembly’s Youth 
He is now chairman of the synod’s student work committee 
and director of the US-USA older youth conference. 


F EBRUARY’S preacher from this pulpit is widely known throughout the 


He has degrees from Austin Col- 


In 1948 


He was president of the 


He is also co-ordinator of 


research in a $50,000 study of higher education for the Texas Legislative Coun- 
cil which is engaged in a highly significant work. He is co-founder of the Foun- 
dation for Research in Christian Education, a newly-organized project that is 
currently sponsoring a study of ‘‘the achievements, aptitudes, and preferences 
of candidates for the ministry.” 

















in Alexandria and the first schools for 
the Christian education of children and 
youth flourished in North Africa. The- 
ologians such as Clement and Origen 
living there made the first serious at- 
tempt to understand Christianity as a 
system of thought; and writers such as 
Tertullian and Cyprian were pioneers in 
the creation of Christian literature. And 
Augustine, whom we Presbyterians con- 
sider the theological heir of the apostle 
Paul and the forerunner of John Calvin, 
lived his great life in this same terri- 
tory. 

Why, then, is not this land Christian? 
By 650 A. D. it was trodden under foot 
of Mohammed and it has remained Mos- 
lem to this day. Our missionaries tell 
us that there is no more difficult land in 
the world in which to make converts 
than among the Mohammedans. _ Al- 
though Protestants have missions there, 
we have very few converts. With a 500 
year head-start we lost out. Somehow 
Christianity lost its uniqueness and it 
lost its soul. 

The future of Protestantism and the 
Presbyterian Church is by no means 
guaranteed. We will have a future only 
as we serve the present. Although com- 
munism is our enemy, it is by no means 
our nearest foe. 

One of the most deadly criticisms of 
the church is found in the Blue Book 
of Social Usage Emily Post indexes 
the word “church” and the reference 
is a paragraph on how to get along so- 
cially when one moves to a city. The 
author suggests that one go to church, 
for here he will meet some of the ‘‘nice”’ 
people in the community. Having 
learned to know them, one will be in- 
vited to their parties: one will then 
be free to invite them to parties and 
the social life will begin under favorable 
circumstances. Never again is ‘‘church” 
referred to in that remarkable book ex- 
cept as the location of a wedding of 
some other social function! 

Yes, our danger is that the fellowship 
of the redeemed might become a society 
of nice ‘‘certified’”’ people. Hollingshead 
made a study of 535 families in Elms- 
town in order to find out why the 
After 
several workers had spent two years 


adolescent acts the way he does. 


in this town of 10,000, they published 
their findings in Youth. 
Concerning religion they say, ‘‘The im- 
pression gradually grew that religion to 
these adolescents is comparable in a way 
to wearing clothes or taking a bath. 
It is something one has to have or to 
do to be acceptable in society.”’ 


Elmstown’s 


If religion is something we do to be 
respectable, then the salt has lost its 
flavor. 

Guiding Influence 


A second responsibility is that of gui- 
dance. ‘Ye are the light of the world 
.a city that is set on a hill can 
not be hid.’’ The figure of speech is 
clear: the lights from a city guide 
travelers, yet the city is not conscious 
of its service in this regard. So the 
Christian, by his very profession of 
faith, stands as a light. 

We may shy away from this respon- 
sibility, feeling that many things we do 
are our own affair. Indeed, we would 
rather not face the fact that our corre- 
spondence, conversation, and daily ac- 
tions are examined by others and used 
by others to determine their own make 
of conduct. 

Parents learn to be careful of what 
they say and how they act before their 
children, for soon they may hear and 
see their actions repeated by the little 
ones. 

One father had the habit of request- 
ing his wife to tell people who tele- 
phone at inconvenient times that he was 
not at home. This father was quite 
shaken when he overheard his small 
son talking on the phone to a playmate 
he did not like very much. The son 
said, ‘‘No, you can’t come over to play 
with me because I am not at home!” 
The father then realized he was setting 
a behavior pattern for his children. 

We seldom know what our influence 
is. As a rock cast in a pool causes 
ripples to radiate from the splash, so 
our lives radiate an influence we cannot 
follow. A word of cheer may bolster 
up a discouraged soul. A quiet prayer 
may bring spiritual refreshment to a 
lonely and confused mind. A decision 
to be strictly honest in a business deal, 
even when it will cut into one’s profits, 
may stabilize several men under the 
The quiet attention to 
duty may inspire many to spurn short- 
cuts and shoddy work. 


same pressure. 


This I learned from the shadow of a tree 

That to and fro did sway upon the hill; 

Our shadow selves—-our influence—may 
fall 

Where we ourselves can never be. 


Positive Goodness 


Our Lord continued by saying that 
our goodness should be as deliberate as 
the action of a man who turns on the 
light in a room. The Christian should 
be aggressive about his goodness. 





OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 





STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Addreas, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have vou as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


e@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 











Men who are “fit for nothing 
but to attend presbytery” are not 
fit for this, and local churches 
should quit making a travesty of 
presbytery by sending such men 
as representatives. — Editorial in 
The Cumberland Presbyterian. 


Most of us are believers in negative 
righteousness. The law says, “Thou 
shalt not kill’; we have murdered no 
one, so we are good. The law says, 
“Thou shall not steal’; we have not 
taken other people’s property, so we 
reason that we are good. Such was the 
righteousness of the Pharisee. 

Jesus indicated that we cannot be 
merely good: we must be good for 
something. The only picture we have 
of a man in hell is given to us by our 
Lord. Naturally we would think Dives 
was a wicked man, corrupting the lives 
of many. Actually, Jesus says he was a 
rich man who could not see human need 
in the form of Lazarus, a beggar. Dives 
did not kick him, spit on him, or even 
speak unkindly to the beggar, he simply 
left him alone. 

Once Jesus cursed a fig tree. Why? 
Because it had a poisonous fruit? No. 
Simply because it had no fruit. 

In the story of the talents one servant 
is given ten talents, another five, an- 
other two, and the last servant was given 
one talent. When the master returned 
to have an accounting, he commended 
the man with ten talents; for he had 
used the money to gain ten more, as 
had done the men with five and with 
two talents. But the one talent man 
was condemned. Why? He had not 
stolen the money, he had not embezzled 
the funds, he had not even misused the 
money. He simply failed to use his 
talent. 


Many Talents—Unusued 


Can any teaching be more clear? We 
are a favored class in a most favored 
nation. With us it is not a matter of 
one talent; we have many talents. Yet 
we support more crime than we dare to 
consider. We have hunger in days of 
unprecedented economic wealth. We 
find mental and spiritual sickness on 
every hand. Statistically speaking, 
every other person we see on the streets 
is not a Christian. Thousands of chil- 
dren are born about us each year with 
small chance for happiness in this world 
and slight chance in the world to come, 
for they will never know the Savior or 
the influence of our Christian church. 

Indeed, can any message be more 
serious than the responsibilities laid on 
us by Christ himself? If we are going 
to withstand the pagan forces of our 
times, it will be done in the final analy- 
sis in terms of living. It will be done 
as we allow God to use us as a saving 
and a guiding influence. 

“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your father which is in 
heaven.”’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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ALL MEN ARE BROTHERS (4) 





Spanish Speaking People in U. S. 


By C. E. CRAWFORD* 


HERE ARE about three million 
Spanish-speaking people in the 
continental United States forming 

our second largest racial minority, a 
heterogeneous group which is increas- 
ing in number. The bulk are of Mexican 
descent, yet even these are divided. 
There are those in New Mexico and 
Colorado whose forefathers were here 
before ours, and there are those of more 
recent descent, the children and grand- 
children of the immigrants who consti- 
tuted the great influx that began around 
1900. To these must be added about 
400,000 Puerto Ricans (between 250,- 
000 and 350,000 living in New York 
City), 100,000 illegal Mexican entries 
and the considerable movement of legiti- 
mate contract labor back and forth 
across the Mexican border. While the 
raw immigrant is a factor, he is a rela- 
tively small one. We are dealing rather 
with citizens, born here and educated 
in our schools, who through prejudice 
and discrimination are being denied the 
full rights and privileges of their citi- 
zenship. 

There have been positive gains among 
the people of Mexican descent, the ma- 
jority of whom live in the southwestern 
section of the United States. The group 
as a whole is fairly stable and very 
largely urban, employed in industry, the 
trades and small business. Segregation, 
both in regard to the public schools 
and restrictive housing covenants, has 
through recent notable court decisions 
been established as unconstitutional. 
The economic level of the group has 
risen and with it the standard of living 
when compared to what it was. There 
is also a corresponding improvement in 
housing and health conditions. Seasonal 
work is largely being taken care of by 
single men under short contract, with 
return fare to Mexico guaranteed upon 
expiration of the contract. Both of the 
governments involved, as well as organ- 
ized labor on both sides of the border 
are cooperating to improve the status of 
this labor. 


Many Local Gains Noted 


Leadership is emerging. 375,000 
veterans of World War II had a taste of 
complete lack of discrimination, and it 
was heady wine. They have returned 
with a new aggressiveness in standing 
up for their rights in civil life and have 
brought pressure that has resulted in 
many local gains. Labor is being organ- 
ized into Spanish-speaking unions, and 
is also being admitted to the ranks of 
organized labor in general. Civic groups 

*Superintendent, Spanish - Speaking 
Work, Congregational Conference of 
Southern California and the Southwest, 
Los Angeles, California. 
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are forming both on the racial and the 
interracial basis. The Mexican govern- 
ment, in a position to exert pressure 
through our need of contract labor, is 
taking a hand in fighting discrimina- 
tion. Our own government through the 
office of the Coordinator for Inter- 
American Affairs has been active in or- 
ganizing conferences for studying the 
problems of this particular minority and 
stimulating the minority itself to organ- 
ize. Many educational institutions as 
well as individual educators are taking 
an active, intelligent interest. The 
group is becoming somewhat articulate 
politically. 

Yet all these advances are in the 
nature of scattered engagements. The 
problem is far from solved and these 
people are still disadvantaged. Restric- 
tive housing covenants are illegal yet 
these people are actually living in the 
segregation which has been built up 
through the years, with all its harmful 
social results. This condition cannot be 
changed overnight or by judicial de- 
cision alone. There are too many ways 
of evading the law; the attitude of the 
dominant group is too much in favor of 
evasion. This evasion itself is an added 
blow to pride and is taken as proof of 
prejudice. 


There is a pattern of actual lawless- 
ness, both as to mob violence and the 
importation of cheap labor from Mexico 
which retards progress. Memory of the 
brutal methods used to break up strikes 
in the past, as well as the ‘“‘zoot suit’ 
and other riots still rankles. And last 
year the agreement between the two 
governments for an intelligent and fair 
handling of the seasonal contract labor 
from Mexico, which went far beyond the 
wartime agreements in its guarantees, 
was dealt a death blow through the open 
countenancing by growers and public 
authorities alike, of large-scale illegal 
entries. 


Another problem far from solved is 
the tenacious clinging of these people to 
their language and the Spanish cultural 
background. This has been attributed 
to various causes: segregation, identifi- 
eation with a particular geographical 
area in the Southwest, plain stubborn- 
ness, and several others. Many leaders 
are convinced that full assimilation to 
our way of life is out of the question, 
not only because of the actual situation 
within the United States but also be- 
cause of close contact and identification 
with a Spanish-speaking population al- 
most equal to their number in the 
border states of old Mexico. The idea of 
an eventual fusion of the cultures, 
rather than assimilation of either by the 
other, is spreading, and must be taken 
into account. 


What Is the Church’s Role? 


What, then, is the role of the Protes- 
tant churches in this connection? That 
we have a role cannot be doubted if 
these people are to arrive at a solution 
congenial to democratic ideals and be 
undergirded by a free, untrammeled 
conscience. 

The churches are working in many 
ways. There is a well-defined Protes- 
tant movement, increasingly under 
Spanish-speaking leadership and sup- 
port, which is being drawn increasingly 
into the main currents of American 
church life through representation and 
participation in the large denomina- 
tional gatherings. Inter-denominational 
cooperation is stressed through the In- 
terdenominational Council on Spanish- 
Speaking Work in the U. S. A. and vari- 
ous regional conventions, the largest be- 
ing the 43-year-old Association of Evan- 
gelical Churches of Southern California, 
with attendance in the annual assembly 
running from one to two thousand. 

Hospitals, clinics, schools and settle- 
ment houses are maintained. The 
schools and settlement houses are 
credited with a most significant contri- 
bution in the development of intelligent 
and disinterested civic leadership within 
the Spanish-speaking group. 

The Councils for Social Action of the 
different denominations do not neglect 
this field as part of their total concern 
in the sphere of human relations. 
Through research, the dissemination of 
unbiased information, and active co- 
operation with existing community 
agencies, a contribution of vital impor- 
tance is being made. A recent issue of 
a bulletin contains an acknowledgment 
of the last type of activity: ‘“‘The man- 
ner in which they agreed to help, with- 
out seeking public recognition, without 
attaching ‘strings,’ has made an impres- 
sive impact on the community. It cer- 
tainly helps to dispel the idea that the 
church isn’t doing anything.” 


Protestants Are Equipped 


These people expect the church to “‘do 
something.” They expect all the direct 
help that can be given them toward a 
solution of their practical problems. 
What they as a group de not yet ap- 
preciate and we must see ever more 
clearly, is that Protestants are uniquely 
equipped to do the one thing that is 
basic to a permanent solution of all 
these problems. All thinking, both 
minority and majority, must be lifted 
to the high plane of Christian commit- 
ment, where the justice sought is God’s 
justice and the only restraint on free- 
dom is the constraining love of Christ. 


Reading References: 


North from Mexico, Carey McWil- 
liams, J. B. Lippincott Co., Phila- 
delphia and New York, 1949. 

American Me, Beatrice Winston 
Griffith, Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston, 1948. 

The Segregation of Mexican-American 
School Children in Southern Cali- 
fornia, article, W. Henry Cooke, 
School and Society, June 5, 1948. 
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EDITORIAL 


Help for Ministers and Churches 

Our news item last week reporting 
that Graham White is to direct the work 
of the Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work deserves further 
comment here. 

Mr. White, who has served the Louis- 
ville agency on annuities and relief for 
10 years, will face an even larger and 





more challenging opportunity of service 
to the entire church in his new position. 
The needs which everyone can see have 
been with us for a long time, if not al- 
ways, but it was only last year that the 
Assembly voted to take this new step 
to facilitate the filling of vacancies, the 
exchange of pastorates and the full em 
ployment of our ministers. The employ- 
ment of a secretary of this agency is, 
of course, only a logical next step in the 
development of the Committee on the 
Minister and His Work 
created in 1938 with committees in the 


which was 


synods and commissions (with specified 
power to act) in the presbyteries. 

The 1950 Assembly did not hesitate 
to authorize the employment of a man 
to direct this important work. Every- 
one recognizes the perplexing situation 
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which must in some way be relieved. 

According to the Manual which will 
be recommended to the 1951 Assembly, 
the new central office will maintain a 
permanent file of our ministers and 
churches, with pertinent information 
about each. This information will be 
available for the Assembly and synod 
committees and presbytery commissions. 
If a congregation’s nominating commit- 
tee, seeking to find a new pastor, wants 
information it may secure ‘‘purely ob- 
jective data’’ but no other, and this 
only if it requested it. In the same 
way, purely objective data about 
churches will be provided ministers if 
they request it. 

In addition, the office is to provide a 
like service for Directors of Religious 
Education and for laymen who may be 
available for church 
other capacities. 


employment in 


Various conferences on the minister 
and his work will be held across the 
church and, when it seems advisable, 
long-range and basic studies related to 
this work will be undertaken. 

The secretary, who is elected for 
terms of three years, is to meet and 
counsel with chairmen of these commit- 
tees and commissions. If he has any 
recommendation to make to a church’s 
nominating committee as to a likely pas- 
tor he is to offer his recommendation 
only to the synod’s committee or the 
presbytery’s commission. The recom- 
mendation then would probably become 
that of the commission. 

Churches that flounder about almost 
helplessly and sometimes hopelessly 
without a pastor will be cheered to know 
that help is in the offing and many a 
pastor will doubtless be glad that some 
systematic and orderly program is to be 
developed which is designed to aid in 
the transfer of a man to a new field of 
opportunity. This is one of the central 
concerns of the church and all of us 
will earnestly pray that this new effort 
will bring us to a new era of productive 
service. 


GRAHAM WHITE 
Pastorless churches and many a 


minister will cheer. 


‘*Just Because We Say So’’ 


Readers will be interested in the way 
in which Roman Catholic authorities 
are answering questions about the As- 
sumption of the Virgin Mary. Here is 
the answer to one question supplied the 
Catholic press as it appeared in the 
Catholic Virginian: 


How do you prove Mary's bodily as- 
sumption into Heaven? 


No Christian could dispute the fact 
that Mary’s soul is in Heaven. Christ 
certainly did not suffer the soul of his 
own mother to be lost. 


The doctrine of her bodily assump- 
tion after her death is not contained in 
Scripture. but is guaranteed by tradi- 
tion and by the teaching of the Catholic 
Church. That Scripture omits to re- 
cord the fact is no argument against 
it. Omission is not denial. Mean- 
time, early traditions positively record 
the fact, and negatively we note that, 
whilst the mortal remains of a St. Peter 
and of a St. Paul are jealously pos- 
sessed and honored in Rome, no city 
or Christian center has ever claimed to 
possess the mortal remains of Our Lady. 


Certainly relics of Our Lady would 
be regarded as having greater value 
than those of any Saint or Apostle, so 
nearly was she related to Christ. And 
it was most fitting that the body of 
Mary, who had been preserved even 
from the taint of original sin, should 
not have been allowed to corrupt. After 
all, it was just as easy for God to take 
her glorified body to Heaven at once 
as it will be to take the glorified bodies 
of all the saved at the last day. How- 
ever, the definite sanction of this doc- 
trine by the Catholic Church is sufficient 
assurance of the fact. 





In Passing 


A Column of News and Opiniop 








ELDERS in the Presbyterian Church at 

Santa Paula, Calif., are supplying the 
pulpits of 17 different pasto rless 
churches in their vicinity. 

* « * 

HOUSTON’S First Presbyterian Church 

recently received an _ architecture 
prize Among churches seating 300 or 
more. it was awarded second place by 
the Church Architectural Guild of 
America and the North American Con- 
ference on Church Architecture. 

* * fal 

THE BRITISH WEEKLY'S new editor, 

Shaun Herron, made an interesting 
comment on John A. Mackay, president 
of Princeton Seminary, in a recent issue. 
Discussing Dr. Mackay’s new book, 
Christianity on the American Frontier. 
This is a book, he says, with which 
everybody will agree except those 
who see what it mens: they will be 
divided into two kinds: those who re- 
sard the Princeton president as a dan- 
gerous man, and those who go beyond 
mere agreement and hail him as a 
prophet and Wiliiam Temple’s natural 
successor.” 
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WHEREIN WE ARE URGED TO LAY 
OUR BURDENS DOWN 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed.’’—II Tim. 2:15. 


written in pencil and postmarked 
in New York, was sent to one of 


q « FOLLOWING anonymous note, 


our theological seminaries: 


To the Leader 

The spirit of God lay it on my heart 
to send this warning to you. to stop 
teaching men & women to become 
servants for him, most of them have 
not given up the worldly things. when 
you should let God chose his people 
to carry his gospel 2 Peter 1-20 For 
prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, God want you to close that 
school and get down on your knees 
and repent for what you have done 
he is soon to come. St. John 15-16 
Jeremiah 1-5 


Though this note was sent in igno- 
rance, since the seminary which received 
it does not educate any women, as the 
writer supposes, still it was probably 
written in all sincerity. The writer can- 
not simply be brushed off as an illiterate 
crank, for in its way the note illustrates 
a number of common misunderstandings 
about seminaries, the call of God, and 
other important matters. 


NE REFLECTION which will oc- 
QO cur to the reader is that the 

Holy Spirit seldom suggests the 
writing of an anonymous note. Anyone 
with an idea, good or bad, ought to be 
willing to sign his name to it. That the 
note is anonymous gives some ground 
for believing that the Holy Spirit had 
little to do with it. 

Another thought is reminiscent of 
Abraham Lincoln. During the Civil War 
a delegation of ministers from Chicago 
called on him, urging him to do some- 
thing or other right away. The minis- 
ters said they knew they were right, for 
the Holy Spirit had revealed to them 
that they were to give Lincoln this ad- 
vice. The President thanked them, but 
said in effect that while no one would 
be more glad to have divine guidance 
than he, still he felt that if God had a 
revelation of personal duty for him, God 
would make that revelation to him di- 
rectly and not tell the Chicago minis- 
terial association about it first. 

The note above seems to be confused 
about what a seminary sets out to do. 
Prophecy comes not by the will of man, 
it is said: this is very true and every 
seminary knows it. No amount of good 
intentions, education or hard work, no 
Pushing by one’s friends or sponsoring 
bv a presbytery, no instruction in any 
classroom, will make a prophet. Only 
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God makes prophets. The seminary has 
a different kind of job. It hopes that 
its every student will turn out to be a 
modern prophet of the ancient line. It 
hopes that every student has a real call 
from God. But the seminary cannot 
call a man to preach, the seminary is 
not in the place of God. What the semi- 
nary provides is training, of a sort which 
cannot be so well secured anywhere else. 


OR THE MAN whom (we hope and 
believe) God has called to serve 
him as a leader in his church, the 

seminary offers three years of close as- 
sociation with older men of long and 
successful Christian learning and ex- 
perience. It brings him into daily inti- 
mate contact with future Christian 
leaders of his own age, many if not most 
of whom are farther advanced in the 
Christian life than he, and from every 
one of whom he will find something to 
learn. It offers him the free use of a 
library, perhaps a far better one than 
the student will ever again have the op- 
portunity to use—which being inter- 
preted means the opportunity to glean 
the best that Spirit-guided, intelligent 
Christians have been thinking and say- 
ing for two thousand years. It teaches 
the young minister how to read the 
Bible in the languages in which it was 
written and so to come closer to the 
original meaning and intention of the 
Word as God gave it long ago. It does 
its best to challenge the young minister- 
to-be to think about the meaning of the 
creed he perhaps glibly confesses. If 
there is any complacency, superficiality 
or conformity in the young Christian’s 
life the seminary tends to break it up 
and force him to build his faith on 
deeper levels; it shows him how to de- 
velop in the Christian life. It makes 
him study the Bible far more thoroughly 
than he has ever had to study it before. 
It opens his eyes to the teaching work 
of the church and shows him how it ean 
be better done. It helps him to under- 


stand human nature so that in the cure 
of souls he will not be a bungling quack; 
it shows him how to preach, so that 
when he goes into a pulpit he will not 
saw the air and utter empty platitudes 
in a pious roar, but so open the Scrip- 
tures that men’s hearts will burn within 
them. It shows him in how many ways 
he can win others to Christ. It opens 
his eyes to the church, not only in its 
mystical high significance and in its 
world-wide task and fellowship, but in 
its practical working. It teaches him 
what it can of that rare skill, leading in 
public worship. It enlarges his vision 
of the range of Christianity throughout 
every aspect of personal and social liv- 
ing. It gives him some practical Chris- 
tian work to do under experienced 
supervision and criticism, so that when 
he is at last ordained he will already be 
familiar with the work he has to do. 


perfectly. Some of them are sel- 

dom done well. It is quite true 
that none of these things will make a 
man a prophet; it is true that in all 
walks of life one learns more after re- 
ceiving the diploma than one learned be- 
fore. Nevertheless, the men who should 
know most about all this, the graduates 
of the seminaries, would be about the 
last persons to wish to close the semi- 
naries down. 

The writer has been a student for 
anywhere from two days to three years 
in four seminaries and is now learning 
most of all from a fifth. He is capable 
of writing a long article any time on 
What Ails Our Seminaries? Neverthe- 
less, he shares with seminary graduates 
everywhere a sense of deep gratitude to 
these institutions for what they have 
done for us. 

Granted that life teaches us more 
than books, granted that no human hand 
or voice is a substitute for the authentic 
call of God, granted that no seminary 
(as no church) is free from worldly 
things, granted all this and more; for 
all that, the seminaries, under God, are 
doing a great work for him and his 
Kingdom. We shall not repent for what 
we have done. We shall repent because 
we have not been doing it nearly well 
enough. 


N O SEMINARY does all these things 
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CHURCH NEWS 


USA Committee Calls 
For More Chaplains 


Presbyterian, USA, News Letter 





The Committee on Chaplains and 
Service Personnel of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, late in January issued a 
call for more chaplains to serve in the 
armed forces. Ministers within the 
proper age limits were asked to give 
“careful and prayerful attention”’ to the 
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**Advertise’’ your church through 


the inspiring voice of 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


What could carry your church’s 
invitation to the community 
better than the glorious music 
of a fine carillon, coming 
right from the church itself! 
“Carillonic Bells” with their 
clear, rich beauty are the per- 
fect means of making minds 
and hearts receptive to your 
message. 

At moderate cost, “‘Carillonic 
Bells’’ offer the true tones and 
majestic volume of fine cast 

bells—without requir- 
ing a tower to house 
them! Write NOW 
for complete details 
given in our literature! 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
43201 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
“Carillonic Bells” is a trademark. It 


denotes electronic carillons produced by 
Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 





10 





request of the Department of the Army 
to furnish between 400 and 450 chap- 
lains by the end of the current year. 
The committee states that, “since many 
thousand Presbyterian young men will 
be required to leave their homes for 
military duty, it is imperative that a 
sufficient number of chaplains of our 
denomination also be provided to under- 
take the arduous task of ministering to 
these young people.” During the Sec- 


ond World War the _ Presbyterian 
Church, USA, furnished a total of 802 
chaplains. 


Some Projects Underway 
With U. S. Cooperation 

At this time the church has 112 chap- 
lains in active service, and 250 reserve 
chaplains. Plans are being made to 
provide chaplaincy service to civilian 
centers and churches in the vicinity of 
camps. A number of projects will be 
undertaken in cooperation with the 
Presbyterian Church, US. Meanwhile, 
Presbyterian chaplains with the armed 
forces have been rendering loyal service 
to their country on the battlefront, on 
the home front, and in other areas 
where they are in need. 


Tributes Paid Secretary Stimson 
At National Presbyterian Church 
Homage to the late Secretary of War, 
Henry L. Stimson, was paid at a spe- 
cial memorial service in the National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, Sun- 
day afternoon, Jan. 21. Mr. Stimson 
worshipped in the church for many 
years. President and Mrs. Truman, 
Mrs. Stimson, high government officials 
and ranking members of the diplomatic 
corps attended the service. A memorial 
plaque was unveiled by Edward L. R. 
Elson, pastor of the church, and Charles 
H. Albers, of Chicago, Vice-Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. Secretary of 
War George C. Marshall delivered a 


Church Collection 
Envelope Sets 


All types and sizes now 
available with special DIS- 
COUNT if ordered on or be- 
fore February 28, 1951. 

Special Offering Stock En- 
velopes printed in two and 
three colors such as BUILD- 
ING FUN D—HEA T— 
EASTER — CHRISTMAS — 
THANKSGIVING and many 





others. These may be had 
in the sets or in BULK 
quantities. 





CHURCH BULLETINS 
May also be supplied 











Write for samples and prices. 
McDaniel Envelope Co., Inc. 
P. O. Box 137 Dept 5 
Richmond, Va. 





brief address and President Truman’s 
message was printed in the order of 
service. 


Laymen Stress Theme of Every Man 
Supporting the Church's Work 

More than 1,500 laymen from 
throughout the country were expected 
to attend the third annual meeting of 
the National Council of Presbyterian 
Men at the Palmer House, Chicago, early 
this month. A fine program was ar- 
ranged, emphasizing the challenge to 
laymen to undergird the church’s pro- 
gram in home and foreign missions, 
Christian education, evangelism, and 
other spheres of activity. Under the 
theme ‘“‘Every Man,” the 1951 emphases 
of improving church attendance, in- 
creasing church finance, and support- 
ing a strong new General Department 
of Church Men in the National Council 
of Churches, were lifted by Lem T. 
Jones, of Kansas City, president of the 
council, and other speakers. Arrange- 
ments for the council were made by 
Paul Moser, of New York, executive 
secretary of the council. Dr. Moser re- 
ported that there were more than 1,300 
local chapters now enrolled in the na- 
tional organization. 


CBS Broadcast Will Feature 
Men's Day February 25 

Men’s Day, sponsored by the council, 
will be observed Sunday Feb. 25. The 
schedule for many local chapters in- 
cludes beginning the day with an early 
morning breakfast, listening to the 
Men’s Day program over CBS Church 
of the Air, in which Dr. Moser will be 
the speaker, and attending morning 
worship in a body, sharing in the con- 
duct of the worship. Dr. Moser’s broad- 
cast will be carried over 74 stations of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
coast-to-coast network. The audience 
for this broadcast is estimated at over 
1,009,000. The theme of the broad- 
cast will be, “Every Man Finding His 
Place in the Church.” 


Announce Suspension of Headquarters 
Promotion of Faith and Life Seminars 

Owing to the urgent need for finan- 
cial retrenchment, our Board of Chris- 
tion Education has discontinued the 
promotion of its Faith and Life Semi- 
nars this year. These seminars were 
attended by a number of pastors of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, as well as pas- 
tors from our church. The seminars in 
some cases will be promoted locally. 
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The SURVEY keeps you informed 


In our Protestant Church the individual member is responsible 
for what the Church does, at home and throughout the world. To 
act intelligently every church member must be informed about what 
is being done and what needs to be done. The Survey, giving ac- 
counts of the work of all our Church agencies as well as reporting 
some local church news and major interdenominational events, is 
our chief channel for such information. Every member of the church 
should read it as a matter of good churchmanship. 


The SURVEY is the voice of the Church 


In the SURVEY you will learn the progress of the agencies of 
the Church at work; how the agencies working together meet all 
implications of Christ’s commands to His Church; the challenge 
which is ours in spreading the Gospel at home and throughout the 
world; how all people may build more Christlike homes; ‘‘how we 
did it’’ in world missions, church extension, education, etc.; ideas 
for the study seasons throughout the Church year, for program 
building, and for sermons; needs of the churech—spiritual, financial, 
professional; how our Church co-operates with other Protestant 
groups. 





There’s more for you in the new PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


NEW EDITORIAL AND LAYOUT SPECIAL EMPHASIS for each month 
methods now make the new Survey more presented in several articles. 
informative, more timely, more attractive, 


NEWS reported in an eight-page monthly 
more useful than ever. 


news roundup. 


PICTURE STORIES showing the Church anatiepracnclooretabaabiaesaness 


in action. TWO COLORS on cover and special inside 
features. 
YOUTH PAGES for and about youth. 12 MORE PAGES. 


Beginning with the MARCH ’51 issue 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 








THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. 8. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES $1.75 in groups of five or more 


$2.00 per year individual subscriptions 
Subscribe during 
SURVEY WEEK e FEBRUARY 11-17, 1951 
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“Who says ‘You can’t take it with you?” 


You CAN take your money into Eternity—by giving it 
to work that will last eternally—Foreign Missions. 


By naming the Board of World Missions as a beneficiary 
in your will, you can make provisions to carry on your 
work for Christ indefinitely. Have you thought about 
that? 


For Bequests to this Board, the following form is recom- 
mended: 


| give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the laws of the 
State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, 
the sum of (or 
the following property, to wit: ) 


/ 








Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing your will. 
For full information and assistance in making a bequest 
to Foreign Missions, write 










\ CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


‘7 


‘*] Boarp or WorLD MIssIONsS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Foreign Misstous a Share” 














Such members are being considered 
for the synods of Indiana, Baltimore, 
Missouri, and Kansas. The seminars 
have been conducted with conspicuous 
success by Walter Barlow, director of 
the Department of Faith and Life of the 
Board of Christian Education. Many 
expressions of appreciation have come 
to Dr. Barlow from pastors of both the 
USA and the US churches. It is hoped 
that through the denomination’s in- 
creased support of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education the resumption of the 
program from headquarters in Phila- 
helphia will be resumed in 1952. 


Summer Camp Program for 
Young People to Be Expanded 

The summer camp program for young 
people of Presbyterian Church, USA, is 
going ahead according to schedule, in 
spite of effects of the war crisis. Junior 
high camps will be held in every synod 
this summer. It is expected that the 
number of camps will be greater than 
that of last year. Nearly 150 Senior 
high conferences will be held. Older 
young people’s conferences will prob- 
ably be affected by the draft, but will 
be held where possible. Youth cara- 
vans will be conducted. A 100 per cent 
increase in the number of young people 
participating in the caravans is antici- 
pated, with 35 teams of five members 
each serving 175 churches in 15 synods. 

—WALTON W. RANKIN. 
Philadelphia. 


USA MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 


The Presbyterian, USA, Assembly’s 
Moderator, Hugh Ivan Evans, will fol- 
low this itinerary during the next two 
months: 

February 13-15, Western Section of 
the Alliance of Presbyterian Churches, 
BuckHill Falls, Pa. 

February 18, Atlanta, Ga. (1) Morn- 
ing at the Covenant (USA) church; (2) 
Evening mass meeting with US, USA 
and United Presbyterian Moderators 
present. 

Feb. 19-23, In Cuba. 

March 1, In Florida. 

March 2-4, Dayton meetings. 

March 7, Central church, Buffalo, N. 
Y., mass meeting. 

March 8, Baltimore, Md., Presbyte- 
rian Social Union. 

March 11, P. M., Indianapolis Pres- 
bytery. mass meeting. 

March 12, Dover, Del., New Castle 
Presbytery, mass meeting. 

March 13, noon, Philadelphia Presby- 
tery. 

March 13, P. M., Communion service, 
Negro Workers’ Conference, Charlotte, 
N. C. 

During January Dr. Evans travelled 
in Arkansas, Texas, Arizona, Utah and 
California. 


Democracy is something we must 
always be working at. It is a 
process never finished, never 
ending. And each new height 
gained opens broader vistas for 
the future —Edmund DeS. Brun- 
ner. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Glory and Service 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Mark 9:2-29, Print 


The first six chapters in Mark describe 
Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. The grow- 
ing opposition of the religious leaders, 
the watchfulness of Herod, the unre- 
sponsiveness of the masses of the people 
to his deeper spiritual message, led him 
finally to abandon his public ministry 
and to give himself more completely to 
the training of the twelve. In Mk. 
7:1—9:10 we read how Jesus withdrew 
from Palestine into Phoenicia in order 
to be alone with his disciples, and in 
8:11-9:29 how he withdrew a second 
time into the region of Caesarea- 
Philippi. There Peter confessed the dis- 
ciples’ faith in Jesus as the Son of God, 
and Jesus began, immediately, to teach 
his disciples that he must go to Jeru- 
salem and be crucified. When Peter 
remonstrated, the Master charged that 
he was “more concerned with human 
ambitions than with the purposes of 
God.” 


I. Glory—on the Mountain 


1. The Transfiguration. Six days af- 
ter Peter’s confession and Jesus’ first 
announcement of the cross Jesus took 
with him that little group of disciples 
who formed the inner circle of the 
Twelve and went up into a high moun- 
tain. Almost certainly this mountain 
was one of the spurs of Hermon, tower- 
ing snow-capped above Caesarea-Phi- 
lippi, in all respects a fit scene for the 
events that followed. 

Luke tells us that he went up to 


pray, and that it was while he was 
praying that the transfiguration took 
place. The word ‘‘transfigured’”’ means 


“changed in appearance.’’ How, must 
be gathered from the context. Luke 
says simply the fashion of his counte- 
nance was altered. Matthew says his 
face did shine as the sun. All three 
evangelists mention the change in ap- 
pearance of his garments. Matthew says 
his garments became white as the light; 
Luke says his garments became white 
and dazzling; Mark says his garments 
became glistening, intensely white, as 
no fuller (the ancient equivalent of our 
dry cleaner) can bleach them. It may 
have been a light that shone on him 
from above; more likely it was a radi- 
ance that came from his close commu- 
nion with the Father. 

2. The Heavenly Visitants. ‘And 
there appeared unto them Elijah with 
Moses, and they were talking to Jesus.”’ 
Luke tells us that Peter, James and 
John were asleep; they slept while Jesus 
prayed, as later they did in Gethsemane. 
The vision, then, was first vouchsafed 
to Jesus alone as he prayed. In the 
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FOR FEBRUARY 25, 1951 
9:2-4, 14-17, 25-29 


midst of this experience, while he was 
speaking with Moses and Elijah, the 
disciples awoke and began to share in 
it indirectly, seeing Jesus irradiated with 
a strange glory; they also saw the two 
men with whom he was speaking. Luke 
tells us that the subject of their con- 
versation was Jesus’ approaching death 
in Jerusalem. We infer that was the 
matter about which Jesus had been 
praying; perhaps it was that his disci- 
ples’ faith might not be _ shattered 
thereby (cf. Lk. 22:31). The three dis- 
ciples remained silent, stricken with awe 
until the two celestial visitors began to 
withdraw. 

Then Peter spoke up and said, ‘‘Mas- 
ter, it is well that we are here: let 
us make three booths (or shelters), one 
for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.’”’ Mark explains that Peter made 
this remark because he didn’t know 
what else to say. According to Bishop 
McConnell, ‘Peter belongs to that 
rather numerous class of persons who, 
when they do not know what to say, 
say it.”’ ‘‘His words seem absurd,” says 
Erdman. “Beings from the outside 
world would hardly care for huts on 
the mountain side; it would not be a 
kindness. . .to detain visitors from 
heaven. However, his suggestion is far 
from meaningless; Peter is not to be 
ridiculed; he realizes the blessedness 
of the experience; however clumsily ex- 
pressed his desire is to prolong such an 
ecstatic vision; in spite of his fear, he 
wishes to continue in such blissful com- 
panionship.” 

“Yet,’’ as Snowden remarks, “blessed 
as was this experience, Peter was mis- 
taken in his desire and proposal to pro- 
tect it. Jesus had other work to do 
than to enjoy his glory, and the heav- 
enly visitors could not tarry long on 
earth. The Mount of Transfiguration 
is not a place to dwell; too much work 
is waiting for us on the plain below. 
Prayerful meditation on the Mount must 
be combined with active mercy on the 
plain to form the full-orbed Christian 
life.” 

3. The Theophany. Jesus did not 
need to reply to Peter’s suggestion, for 
as in an answer to his impulsive pro- 
posal, a cloud swept across, overshadow- 
ing them all. In the Old Testament, 
the cloud is associated with special man- 
ifestations of God. The later Jewish 
writers indicate that there was a belief 
that it would reappear in the time of 
the Messiah. Then, as the culmination 
of the experience there came a voice out 
of the cloud, ‘“‘This is my beloved Son, 
(greater, therefore than Moses, the 


giver of the Law; greater than Elijah, 
the refounder of the prophetic order), 
listen to him.’’ The scene then ended 
as unexpectedly as it had begun. All 
vanished as at a touch, and only Jesus 
as they had known him was seen. 

4. The Descent into the Plain. As 
they were coming down from the moun- 
tain Jesus charged them that they 
should tell no man what things they 
had seen until the Son of Man was risen 
from the dead. The reason for this 
order is not hard to discern. It would 
have excited Messianic false hopes and 
expectations among the people and 
might easily lead to revolution against 
Rome, in which the gospel would be 
forgotten. Later when Jesus’ death 
“had put an end to false expectations 
and the resurrection had pointed to his 
true glory, then in that time stories of 
his earthly glory and rower would help 
forward the truth.”’ 

The disciples could not understand 
why the Christ needed to rise from the 
dead. ‘‘According to their expectation 
the Messiah would have the way pre- 
pared for him by the returned Elijah. 
His own advent would be a triumph. 
There would be no defeat, no death, 
no need tor a resurrection of the Mes- 
siah . .The reply of Jesus is that 
Elijah has come—in the person of John 
the Baptist—but he had no easy tri- 
umph. The victory of the Son of man 
will not be a cheap one either’ (T. W. 
Manson: The Beginning of the Gospel) 


Il. Service —in the Valley 


When Jesus returned with James and 
John and Peter to the place where he 
had left the other nine disciples, he 
found surrounded by a great 
crowd, arguing (as translated by the 
Revised Standard Version) with the 
scribes (probably rabbis attached to the 
local synagogue), who had seized the 
opportunity to discredit him in the eyes 
of the people. The throng was amazed 
at his opportune appearance and ran 
to greet him. Jesus soon discovered the 
cause of the disciples’ predicament. 

A man with an epileptic son (Mt. 
17:16), who was also deaf and dumb, 
because he was demon-possessed, heard 
that Jesus was nearby, and brought his 
son to this particular place, hoping to 
find the Lord. Discovering that he had 
gone up into the mountain, he turned 
to the disciples, hoping that they would 
be able to perform the cure. Or per- 
haps the disciples had themselves 
offered to heal the boy. In any case 
they had attempted to cast out the de- 
mon and had ignominiously failed. And 
now the man’s faith was shaken, and 
evidently the scribes had shaken the 
faith of the multitude (too often since 
the world has judged Christ to have 
failed, when it was only his disciples 
who failed). The disciples themselves 
were greatly embarrassed, especially as 
Jesus had given them power over the 
demons, and as hitherto they had been 
successful in their cures (cf. Mk. 3:15; 
6:13). 


them 
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When Jesus heard their story he 
cried: “‘O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I 
to bear with you?” The strong feel- 
ing reflects the Master’s cumulative 
sense of disappointment at the people’s 
continued lack of faith. He felt that 
his work among them should have pro- 
duced greater results. 

As Jesus spoke, the boy was brought 
before him and lay wallowing at his 
feet. As MacLaren points out, there is 
something very beautiful and tender in 
Christ’s way of dealing with the tortured 
father. ‘He begins with the question, 
‘How long since is it since this hath 
come unto him?’ and so induces him to 
tell all the story of his long sorrow 
that his burdened heart might get some 
ease in speaking and also that the feel- 
ing of the extremity of necessity. : 
might help him to the exercise of faith. 

.Get a man thoroughly to know 
his need and vividly to feel his help- 
less misery and you have carried him 
a long way towards laying hold of the 
refuge from it.” 

The father grasped the opportunity to 
pour out his heart to Jesus. His in- 
tense sympathy caused him to identify 
himself with his son in a common 
wretchedness, “If you can do anything, 
have pity on us and help us.” 

The father’s faith had been none too 
strong at the outset, and the failure of 
the disciples had made it weaker. Jesus 
in reply took up the father’s words and 
repeated them with a touch of compas- 
sionate rebuke, declaring that the ques- 
tion of ability turns upon the question 
of faith: ‘All things are possible to 
him that believes.”’ 
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The father caught the point and rose 
at once to a higher faith, “I believe, 
help my unbelief.’” There is no con- 
tradiction here. Those who are trying 
to exercise living faith in God best know 
the unbelief that lurks in their heart. 
As Andrew Nurray remarks: ‘‘He wishes 
to believe, but felt unbelief still too 
strong with him. What then shall be 
done? He presents himself to the Lord 
just as he is. He knows that his desire 
is to trust in Jesus, but he does not 
know whether there be more unbelief 
than faith in his heart. Just as he is, 
he goes to Jesus, and with childlike 
sincerity and simplicity he pours out his 
heart before him, ‘Lord, I believe: but 
alas, there is still too unbelief, 
come to the help of my distrustful- 
ness.’ ’’ 

Jesus turned at once to the boy, “You 
dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him.’’ And after crying 
out and convulsing him terribly it came 
out. 

After they had returned to the house 
the disciples, still smarting under their 
humiliation, asked Jesus the reason of 
their failure. Jesus replied, “This kind 
cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer.”” The King James version adds, 
“and by fasting’. But the best manu- 
scripts omit this phrase and the Revised 
Version is right in leaving it out; it 
is plainly a later interpolation. The 
cause of the disciples’ inability was in 
themselves. They had trusted to the 
power with which they 
thought themselves invested, and neg- 
lected the source of spiritual power, 
which is prayer. 

Just why the disciples had neglected 
to pray, we do not know, but it is a 
very common failure. Matthew reports 
Jesus to have told them that it was due 
to their little faith. They had been 
trusting in their commission and had 
thought little of the moral conditions, 
those of faith and prayer, on which its 
efficacy depends. They failed here be- 
cause of their lack of faith, because 
their spiritual level had been lowered 
by their neglect of the practice of 
prayer. ‘‘A lesson,’’ remarks Patterson- 
Smyth, ‘“‘which some of us can translate 
for ourselves. There are days when 
through our neglect our spiritual life is 
at a low ebb, and we are less able than 
at other times to cast out our devils. 
For each of us kind of devil is 
We need to get to 
this kind comes.” 


much 


quasi-magical 


one 

hardest to cast out. 

our knees when 
The Lesson Applied 

1. These two scenes remind us of the 
unique glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the culmination of revelation. The 
Law and the Prophets, represented by 
Moses and Elijah, are fulfilled in him. 
God says to us, as he said to the dis- 
ciples. ‘This is my beloved Son; listen 
to him.” 

2. The story illustrates the power of 
prayer. That experience on the moun- 
tain-top came to Jesus as he prayed; 
his communion with the Father was so 


intimate that his face shone with an 
inward glow, that his whole appearance 
was transformed. ‘‘He went up that 
mount preoccupied with the thought of 
suffering and death that awaited him ip 
Jerusalem; he came down filled with 
reassurance of his Father’s love, and 
with new strength, straight from the 
bursting heart of God, to face death on 
Calvary” (Frank S. Mead). Prayer cap 
bring us into such communion with the 
Father that it transforms our counte- 
nance and our lives. What experiences 
in our lives are faintly analogous to 
Jesus’ experience on the mountain-top? 
Can a man be a Christian and not haye 
some moments when he draws very 
close to God—some moments when he 
is in a sense transfigured? Can he live 
up to his full privileges as a Christian 
and lack such experiences? Can a man 
meet satisfactorily all the temptations 
and all the needs that come to him in 
the valley if he does not have moments 
of real fellowship with God, transfigura- 
tion moments? 

3. Exalted experiences on the moun- 
tain-top must always be followed by 
service in the valley. In Jesus’ case 
the appeal for help came shortly after 
the glorious experience on the mountain- 
top. The close connection of the two 
events is noted in all the Synoptic Gos- 
pels and it is significant. 


“The true splendor of life at its best 
does not build tabernacles on the moun- 
tain-top that it may dwell securely apart 
from the world’s pain and grief. It 
gathers to itself the full strength to 
be gained in such places of privilege 
and then comes down. It descends from 
the higher levels where it has prayed 
until its face shone and the soul was 
caught up into the full joy of exalted 
fellowship that it may heal the hurts 
along the dusty pathway at the foot 
of the Mountain.’ ‘‘Without service, 
vision becomes empty and sentimental; 
without vision service may become 
drudgery and lack sustaining power and 
direction.”’ 


Transfigured on a mount the Master 
stood. 

His raiment white, and dazzling to the 
sight, 


In radiance divine. It would be good 

To stay and dwell forever in that light, 

So Peter thought-—but Jesus spake him 
nay, 

He knew that all about was work to do, 

That in the vale below a sick boy lay, 


And troubled folk they might bring heal- 


ing to. 


I, too, have seen a vision on a mount— 

Have gazed on dazzling whiteness, and 
been swept 

By mountain winds, dew cleansed at 
morning’s fount. 

1 yearned to linger there—but down- 
ward crept 

A mist and drove me to the vale below. 

Because he went, I was less loath to go. 

—George Harkness. 


4. Today not a single individual here 
and there is tortured in body and soul; 
mankind has ‘gone into the fire and 
into waters,” and civilization itself is 
imperilled. We are all obligated to 
serve where we may; to strive that peace 
may come to all mankind. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER. 
By Paul S. Minear. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 270 pp., $4.50. 

Dr. Minear, professor of New Testa- 
ment at Andover-Newton Theological 
Seminary, is one of the outstanding 
younger theologians. He has produced 
several excellent books in recent years. 
This book will rank along with the best 
of them. It is not easy reading, but 
it will repay careful study. 

The sub-title of the book is, ‘‘An =x- 
position of the New Testament Gospel.” 
Dr. Minear believes in the essential 
unity of the message of the New Tes- 
tament books, and he seeks to discover 
that message accurately. He makes 
little use of the current terms of the- 
ology but much use of the very words 
and idioms of the New Testament it- 
self. Then, right at the end of the book, 
he shows the tremendous relevance of 
this gospel to the age in which we live 
—and to every age. 

The reviewer does not agree with all 
the author’s interpretations and critical 
positions, of course. Nor does he like 
the practice of placing all the notes in 
the back of the book instead of at the 
foot of the page. But these minor 
criticisms are very little. The book is 
filled with splendid insights into true, 
evangelical Christianity. One quotation 
will give some idea of the essential 
message of the book: (p. 234) 


“To the extent that the New Testa- 
ment understanding of the world is true, 
to that extent men of the twentieth cen- 
tury have the same options as men of 
the first. They cannot, without some 
fantastic hocus-pocus, become men of 
the first century, as those men cannot 
be expected to become theologians ac- 
cording to twentieth century patterns. 
But, apart from faith, men today be- 
long to the same age as did the un- 
believers then; conversely, in faith men 
from all centuries may find an inheri- 
tance in the same new age, even though 
they use various equivalents for the 
word ‘age.’ The gospel is neither ar- 
chaist (calling for a leap backward into 
the first century), nor futurist (call- 
ing for a leap forward into the twenty- 
fifth century), nor modern (trying at 
every moment to fit the specifications 
of what men assume is up-to-date). The 
gospel is a message of redemption, a 
proclamation of an age that draws near 
to every generation that hears the Word. 
F .Because it is God’s ever-renewed 
deed, the love of Christ is as near to 
us as it was to Peter and Paul. It re- 
mains, now as then, God’s advancing of 
his future into our present. . . .In 
short, God’s Kingdom transcends the 
times by being the one new Day.” 

SAMUEL A. CARTLEDGE. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





John Knox’s History of the Reformation 
in Scotland, Vols. I and II. Edited by 
Wm. Croft Dickinson. Philosophical Li- 
brary. $15.00. 

Deep Is The Hunger. 
Harper & Bros. $2.50. 

On This Rock. G. Bromley Oxnam. 
Harper & Bros, $1.50. 

Ancient Christian Writers: St. Gregory 
the Great—Pastoral Care. Translated by 
Henry Davis, S. J. Newman Press. $3.00. 

John Knox In Controversy. Hugh Watt. 
Philosophical Library. $2.75. 

Studies in Biblical Theology: (1) Bap- 
tism in the New Testament. Oscar Cull- 
mann. (2) The Old Testament Against Its 
Environment. G. Ernest Wright. (3) The 
New Testament Against Its Environment. 


Howard Thurman. 


Floyd V. Filson. Henry Regnery Co. $1.50 
each. 
Christmas. An American annual of 


Christmas literature and art. 
E. Haugan, ed. 


Vol. 20, R. 
Augsburg Publishing 


House. $1, paper. 

Anchored Roots. Chas, G. Reigner. The 
H. M. Rowe, Co. $1.25. 

Chats From a Minister’s Library. Wéil- 
bur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.50. 


The Philosophies of F. R. Tennant and 
John Dewey. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. Philo- 
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Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $1.75. 
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Adventuring into the Church. 
Albert Convis. Harper & Bros. $2.50. 

With the Master. Philippe Vernier. Fel- 
lowship Publications, New York, $1.50. 
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Edward O. Guerrant. J. Gray McAllis- 
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Christian Philosophy and Science. James 
Christopher Publishing House, 
$3.50. 
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a Free Europe, 301 Empire State Bldg., 350 
5th Ave., NYC. 165c. 

The Story of a Congregation, Why the 
Melish Case is a Living Issue. Melish Case 
Defense Committee, 161 Henry St., Brook- 
lyn 2, N. Y. Free. 


Boston. 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initia] including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 





BOOKS 





NEW CATALOG or used religious books— 
Free! Baker Book House, Dept. PO, 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan, 





FOR SALE 





MOLLER PIPE ORGAN For Sale. Two 
Manual] with 22 sets of pipes. Membrane 
bar chests, Electric action with modern 
console, Great organ unenclosed. A bar- 
gain for any church having space to 
install organ this size. Apply FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH, Luxembourg and 
Versailles Ave., Norfolk 8, Virginia. 


TEACHERS... 


It’s your privilege to lead the way 
to greater service, to broaden the 
children’s outlook, to strengthen 
the ties of the Church, to teach of 
Jesus. 








NOW available April ist is a 
monthly magazine with a seec- 
tion especially devoted to you 
and your problems. 


PRESBYTERIAN ACTION 


Published by the 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Box 1176 
Richmond 9, Virginia 
$2.50 single yearly subscription 
$2.00 in groups of five or more 











Pb Re : 


THE BRIDGE of GOD 


$1.50 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 








Share your faith this Easter 
Give.. THE BRIDGE OF GOD 


by Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 


You and your friends will enjoy this spiritual interpre- 
; tation of the Natural Bridge of Virginia. 
ae radiates the saving message of Easter, the joy of God’s 
promise to man at Eastertide—the promise of the life 
everlasting that gives courage and strength, turning de- 
feat and despair into victory and hope. This Easter share 
your joy in the promise of Christ. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Conway T. Wharton, Jr., former as- 
sociate pastor of the First church, Ft. 
Worth, Texas, is now of the 
Edinburg, Texas, church. 

W. Kirk Allen, Jr., from Greenville, 
Texas, to 411 Ellis Ave., Lufkin, Texas, 
Feb. 12. 

Elwin H. Roberts from Danville, Va., 
to Bramwell, W. Va., Feb. 15. 

Z. T. Osborne from Cotton 
Ark., to Route 6, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Frank T. Washburn from Schoolfield, 
Va., to 510 Glover St., Charleston, W. 
Va., Feb. 15. 

J. H. Longenecker, missionary to 
Africa, from Richmond, Va., to 
lumbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 








pastor 


Plant, 


Co- 


Robt. Lee Turner, formerly of Reids- 
ville, N. C., is now pastor of the Rocky 
Point, Pike and Currie, N. C., 

Freeman ©. Mason, formerly a 


churches. 
min- 
ister of the United Brethren church, is 
now supplying the Central 
Shawnee, Okla. 


church, 


Rutherford E. Douglas from Hender- 
son, Ky., to Ballsville, Va. 
Cheves K. Ligon from Rock Hill, S 


C., to Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


TRIBUTE 

Harris E. Kirk, now in his 50th year 
as pastor of the Franklin Street church, 
Baltimore, tri- 
Baltimore 


was recently paid high 
bute in the columns of The 


Presbyterian (USA). 


DEATH 


ot Wm. Schone is asked to communicate 
with S. D. Currie, stated clerk of the 
Presbytery of Missouri, Fulto, Mo. 


TO BE MARRIED 

W. Maynard Fountain, of the Mal- 
Hills church, Asheville, N. C., and 
Lillian Leavell, New Orleans, are 
married February 9. Miss Leavell’s 
father, R. Q. Leavell, is president of the 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. 


vern 
Miss 


to be 


IN SCOTLAND 

A recent issue of the British Weekly 
carries this note: ‘Palmerston Place 
church, Edinburgh, is still a great centre 
of Christian activity under the ministry 
of the Wm. C. MacDonald, with 
the usual crowds of people at- 
the MacDonald 
recently the Rev. 
Alfred B. Montgomery, who is acting as 


Rev. 
young 

Mr. 
joined by 


tending services. 


has been 
his assistant this winter and is proving 
a real acquisition. Mr. Montgomery, an 


American, was locum tenens in Green- 
bank church, Edinburgh, 


the 


in the vacancy 


following resignation of the Rev. 


David H. C. Read on his appointment 
as chaplain to Edinburgh University, 
His were highly acceptable 
there, and he gained an experience of 
conditions in Edinburgh which is now 
standing him in good stead at Pal- 
merston Place.’’” Mr. Montgomery, of 
Richmond, Va., and has completed his 
work looking toward his Ph. D. degree 
at Edinburgh. On March 3 he and Miss 
Elizabeth Wright of Edinburgh are to 
be married, following which they expect 
to travel in Palestine. 


FLORA MACDONALD 
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Red Springs, N. C. 
A rich educational experience 
in a 
Joyous Christian atmosphere 
Marshall Scott Woodson 
President 
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AUSTIN COLLEGE 


Increasingly outstanding for highest 
attainments in the intellectual, spirit- 
ual and physical realms of Christian 
education. 101st year. Write for 
literature. W. B. GUERRANT, Presi- 
dent, SHERMAN, TEXAS. 


Rockport, Texas, is oe ee Se See 
his church and is a Sunday 
School teacher in the pioneer department 
A graduate of Schreiner, Mr. Jackson is 
married and has three children He 
the seafood business in 
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Ten Honor Scholarships offered to High School graduates entering 
September, 1951. Potential value: $1,500 each. Awards based on 
academic record, character, competitive tests, and promise of useful- 
ness. Completed application must be received by March 15. 


Apply to: Dr. Ralph C. Hon, Chairman, Committee on Scholarships 
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